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sanity, which is ever valuable and rare in the
criticism of an age which has produced so much
impressive and poetic nonsense.
Among nineteenth-century thinkers Bagehot was
perhaps not one of the greatest, yet he was certainly
one of the most universal. As a writer and thinker
he did not enjoy the luxury of pre-eminent genius,
but he possessed a breadth and balance which
such genius frequently lacks. He included within
himself much of the past and therefore much of
the future. In an age of various and widespread
confusion he applied with cool common sense and
keen penetration an ancient and profound philo-
sophy to an immense variety of problems, both
old and new,             / / $*-